
CATCHING OUR MORAL BREATH: 
Womanisr ethodo l ogy/9s a Mody of Trans f o1.--ma tiv ~ Ac t Lor, 

by 

Katie Geneva Cannon 

Black womef traine1/n t he field /4f relig i oi;/who em.brncf', f. / 

Al ice Walker' s/ four - part/ definition/ o f woman is~ / a l way( f i.wJ 

ourselve_yln the most p recariouy predicament / On the one hand. 

my tas0 s social ethicists/ i s to transcend/ my blackness / ;:mcl rnv 

~ enes s/ a nd drafv a blueprint / o f n orma tiv e ethics/ Ll1a ·L 

somehm,y'speaks to / or responds to ✓the universa lity/ o f t he h urn,w 

condition. / On t he o ther hand / my assignmeny as w_omc:1.n.i ~;-y 

liberation ethicistv is to debunk / unmask/ and di s entang l o/ll1A 

his tor i c all3/°onditione3/~~- j~gmen,t._s/and power r e l ati o n s t h dl. 

underg ird he particularitie7/ of race ,/ sex. ~ nd cla sy oppress i .o n/ 

Thes o/ two tasky stand / in opposition / to each o ther . l n 

essence/ women in relig io~~ e "part/ of the canonical b oys 11 
/ a n,1 

"the non/ c a nonical - other'/ at one / and the same t ime/ Zor a l NeaJ ~/ 

Hursto n;aescribea/such a dilemm 
I 

as h i tting a straight l i e · wi tl1 

a crooked stick✓ 

Now / t he first c on cep y that we nee d/ t o embrac e ·e l ated t o / 

Mod~ )f 

s One),[ 

~in~ Mora Breath · Womanisij/ Methodology as a 

Transfonnative Actio/ concernr the Black Woma n schola

the Canon ical Boy1/ 
Ev en thougithere is / no ,/clearly/ written/ s taternen a mo n g 

social ethicists/ regardin7/ the natur of schola r ship eno u.gJ.1 

area( o f agreement 'do e x is wi thio/ the guil1/t o ma k,Jre~il ti 



2 

generalizationy regardin9/ the Black woman/4s scho l a1/ Most of/ 

these area0 f academic curren7 have nothiny to do/ with l:.ho 

rea litie,Y°f African American women 

For instance ,/ rnembershij in this highl comp le f ra t e rn i .1:.y/ 

equates/ intellectual superiority with investigati~ab strac·L./ 

philosophical thougr of the established canoo/of aca demi e 

~ r r with supposedl/ cal~ nd detache~ objectivit1/ 

To prov;!'tha we aro/sufficiently/ intelligent Black womP-n / 

/ •C< / /. 5' t-C(d rr-c,7rc... -.5" 
1.n colleges, universitie

7 
and throughout graduat e ~ 1 mui-, L 

discount the particularitiey of our/ real-lived/ exper ience0,nd 

instea 1/ f ~ s / on the validit1/of generaliz ably external// 

analytical / data/ The dilernm0 e facf in joining / the c anon i c.-11 

b oys is that/o f succurnbin the temptatiory'b f onl y masteriuf,/ -
the historically/ specifie / perspectivy of the Euro-Americ,,.n/ 

mas culinypreserve / 

In ordi to be respecte a s capabf ~d ;espons ibl_,lthin k ers / 

in our discipliney of study ,/ Black womer are plac e r under/.-:i 

d oublr injunctio1/ W1 have to facf a critical jury primc:rrily/ 

~e,/and male that makes claim1 for ~ neutrality/an d v~e 

fre_e inquiry as a mode for knowledge/ Blac k f ema l es/l11 

institutiony of higher learniny will havf little o pportu n i t.0,o 

e x pan our creative energ in the directio o f womanis t discourne / 

if we concentrat(on searching/ for universal truthyunhampere<0'v 

s o-calle3/ incidental matte1 such as race. / sex/ and c l ass 

differences 

In other words there is an unspokeiyinforma l c/witl1lr1 
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~lacl~vtvf - /4 
the guj.J../that African American womo/,must engag?" in this t y~vf 

abstra7 moral discourso/ or( else/ we run the risy f bei.ng 

misundersto~the risk/ of being misinterprete d and t h e risk/c,f 

being frequently devalue/ as second-class scholar pecia l izi.n~ 

in Jim Croy ubject matter, J 

To exemplify what I am saying about Catching Our Moral 

Breat1/ let 7 now turn o the life land wory◊-f a frontrunnAr/ a n 

African American womay who was a precurso0 f the modern <lctY/ 

Black woman scholar/ Let usfaraw neay and listen l ose l y/ to a 

s toryabout what happene 

early contributod to a 
/ 

action. / 

to a particula Black woman h o wa s d.Il 

liberationist / moo/of t ran s f orrndt.i vP, 

Now/ the settin1/ for our 

Boston, Mass/ 

Boston/ the capita/ of the Corrunonwealt1/°f Ma ssachuse~ts/ js 

a symboy of muc,-J that has gon{ int o the developmenyof the ~dt/ 
American consciousness 

For some people 

England / 

For others / Bostoo/ is the nation's/ closest linlyto iLs 

European heriti:'wherein/ the people of Bosto3/ r epres e n - th~ 

vanguarf of the American Revolution ----

For still others/ Boston's / theological influenc7 havP

pervadegA.he natioi/ for the past three centuries ./ 

/or most people / Boston/ remains }-he focal poin"Vof what m,-iy 

be / the most div..::::ifiey and the mosy ~comb ina tioo/of 



educational( culturaj, medica and scientifi_yactivitiey in t h e 

United States of America. 

Buy as for me a Christian / womanist/ social iberati<JH / 

ethicis-t/ Bostof is imp~ny because /4:his i f the plac;v'-here i. 1/ 
waj firs y legally/ declar~ that African American wom7 are fu] l 

f ledgi membe~ of the human race. / 

In other words Boston/ is the plac} where the great c haV o r 

huma( beingne7 was broke in two/ The ancie~ construs;izl tha 1-

arrangef all of creatio_:Y'on a verti cal scaly from plants insee~ 

and anima~ through variou✓races creeds and color; of humans/ / 

to the angel ~ and God/ ~as firs calle~/4nto questio7 in t h e city/ 

of Boston . / 

And, an amplifie~ ersion/of the story goes like this: 

oj a bright morning/ i n the sprinf ot 177;/4 young Africa n woman/ 

by the namf Phillis Wheatle~ walket nto the Boston c our t h ouse/ 

to undergo/ an oral examination/ surely one 01/ the o~ t /4 .r.,:1J. 

examf n record / This test/ this ordeal this procedu 1.ywc:1s 

organizi so o/to assess hetheo/ or no1/it was n a tur0or ,, 

Black woma( to reao/and to writr Do African- Americ an worner dH<] 

African American me~ave the capacity to reason?/ can wej,ubJ i. :=; l 1 / 

scholarly literature✓ The bottom line/ fundamenta1/queRtioywus 

how coul r an enslave/ African woman_,/4ho was limite0-o doing / 

kitchen/ table ethic' obtair( an educatio( commensurat~/t 0 M 

classici education lonly availabl to young hite men of Har~a7 

The answer/ to these questio / would determ7 the dir e c t i / " 
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of the life and worl'" of not onlylPhillis Wheatl/ / but also se:r.·vy 

as a commo denominato of Black womankin 

Perhapy Phillis Wheatley was shocked upon e ntering .h e 

courtrooL ~=r therA gathere1/ in a semicircle sat1 eigh tee7(, f. 

Boston ')7most notable citizens Among them was the Rev . Chc.n:·l ef; 

Chauncei pastor f the Tenth Congregational Churc , John Erv iny 

a prominertBoston merchant and John Hancock who would l ;,-1t._fr.r

gain famo/4or his signatu7 on the Declaratio~;6f Independency 

At the centei of the circle/ sat Hi~xcellency / ThomaF> 

Hutchins;' governor / of the colony, / with Andrew Olive01i.s 

lieutenant governo • close by his side. / 
/ 

Wht had this dignif ie;V' grouy/ of Bostonians een asf:iemb l n,11/ 

Why hay hese mej seen f i j' to summo/ / this youn,_/ Black woman / 

scarce,1/ 18 years old,,/ before them? / This grou that l d.L:er 

def inf itself as "the most/respectably' characters f Bos tor• had 

assembled l't.o question/ closely 1~hillis Wheatley' s book/ the fi es 1· 7 - / / 

boof writtiand publishe~{n Americo/ by a perso/of Afriu~ 

descent / 

Wj/can only/s~latf on the natur,-Jof the qu=ionpos~ 

to the y oung write1/ 

Perhapr they asked Phillis Wheatley/to identifr nd expl21i11/ 

--for all to hear-- exactly/who wer/ the Greek godf a.nd the Lat.Lu 

scholars/hat she a ~ uded/ to I so frequentl3/ in her wri"linES. 

Perhaps/ they asked her/ to conjugat/' a verb / in Latirv' or:· t1/" 
translate / randomli selected passage3/ from the Latin translatioy 

of the Bible/ 



Or perhaps•/ these 

memory/ey passage from 

Pope. / 
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gentlemen / asked Wheatley/ to reci ~fr( m 

the texts / of John Milton / nd Al exctn<ler 

Wi do not know/ the detail3/ of the questions. / We d o know, ,1 

however, / that Phillis Wheatley' s response y were more/ 
1 

th;.rn 

sufficien to pr~mpt
1 

this blue ribbon juo/of Boston's fines · 
1
t o 

compose, 1 to sign and to publiso/ an o~n lettey to the pub I. i c 

declariny hat base on the results / of the ~ al examina tio n of 

Phillis Wheatley that African ~erican wome1 can th:j..nk t.h , I . 

Black women / do havf the capacity to reason, that African Amer i.c,rn 

women/ can writ and publish/scholarly literature , That Afr i.c;:in 

Alnerican pdy are more/

1 

than animal - with a mer./signatur✓,1 
humanitfon our face / Yes, ~ twas in Boston / in the sprinY>[ 

1772/ that a writer / named Phillis Wheat.le took a gia nt st;:0n 
the evil game/ of MAY I. 

S o what/ is Phyllis 

contemporary / understanding 

Wheatley' s / contribution.,/ "Lo f tn:: 

v) o /M-et-"' i 5 t /JI e ,f,,(,,u,d() I(/') y_ c,, s &; ,IIA~de t:;{ 
/ of p;i;:ivileging womanint w,T'J'n or 

knowing? What ideologies, theologies, and systems o f value d l <l 

[rc..1A5 -
~,--.,...c.J.\.t 

A ~l-b -

Phyllis Wheatley debunk, unmask and disentangle? 

~~~ 
) C:,.-1- c.-l.: .,..~ More.. I "{3 ... ,,._c:/4...... 
,~ J 

Well, the . t lesson we need to remember i s tha t ou:i:-

foremothe1/ Phyllis Wheatley debunkey/ unmasked, ~ and disenr.an~ l ~<_Y 

h/ / / the ideological myt/ that charged that African American peo p l · 

were , noymembers / of the human race/ Long before the 1.8 th 

century/ European patriarchs / and their descendants /wondered d l ouy 

whethef or no)/ Africany and people of African ancestr ould Bw~r 

creat.7 formal literature / whether African peopl3/ could e vffr 

( 



maste0e arts and 

civilization/ And 

7 

sciences/ wh~the1/wo/could · be, an 
f.11wv a~vi.h-)c,..., / 

the patriarehal argurneny an like 
/ 

this _,,· iC 

Africans nd peoplf of the African Diasporf could demonstra t-/.Lh f: 

capacity to reason if/ we posses y the capacity to think , t-.o 

cogitate,/ to speculate to create/ and to envisioy -Lhef rnaybt"/ 

just maybe our humanio// is fundamentally relat~to the huma n i l:_y/ 

of all people/ In turn/ no person I of African descen woul d be 

destine3/to be a s lave , / to be chattel propero/ to b clds s ifi_ey 

non-persoy as a 

Thus , Writing, becam;ithe v isible sig.Y that the p a triarchi.:1 

powerbrokers/ use/ in determinin whether or no1/° rac of pe opl y 

had the capacit to reaso. Black wome( ' and Black mer7e:re 

"human beings/ i 1/and only i we demonstrate3/the master-i ~ f t h H 

artj and the science,-( Black womer and Black me / were h uma11 

being( if/ and only 3/ we created literature { 
1

Black wome~~nd 

Black men ere human being~ and only if we wrote a nd published 

scholarly books / And ye at the same tim , at the ver y samr~ 

timr, Africap/ Amer~ca1)h'eopl,;l/4re the only peopl,7' / in the Uni-Led 

State of America ever/ explicitly/forbidden by lawA.o learn t o 
I / 

Now, the second concepy we need to embra~ relat ed to,,,,..-

Catchino/ Our ~Y BreatV Womanis1/ Methodolo~s a Mo~f 

Trans formative Actiof concer1 - Black women scholo/s t h., 

Non-canonical Othey-; 

The dilemm/ f Black wome'(in the acade,-Jas the non-
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canonical othe is defined as working/ in opp ositio~to i..l1e 

/ 
established tradition/ ye1/buildin upon it / The woman.Ls !: 

scholaJ7work~y}oth within/ a~d o~tside/ the guild / W11at this r
1

nei::i.u~ 
I Ci/ ( If f IA.,S I .~1e,~i&t tlr I"\ '-Ui Is; (J.e-l-e.-b~.J..·~of £5" r-- .,.f /,,th~e..,,. ttt,,'d,'e.$" 

is thay:1na:ek w~Hl:e/ must stay mindful/ of what happened to our LA--,:~. -F 

IV. 
f oremother Phyllis Wheatley. /I , <,:,~e.., ... s r,,,,-" --wr are aware/ that evenf ith Phyllis Wheatley/ working w~ we, 

the established tradition / as one/ of the canonical boyy which i_1 1 

some way/ facilitated/ her eventual freedom/ from slavery / in ·t.he 

end , Wheatley' s canonical status/ could not/ did not/ protect her./ 

J)JkuirU"'" ~ / ~ A 
from the ravages of racial bigotry 1:leJ;- work, like ~r wor} ln 

still subjecte0-o interpret~t-ion_fengendered __ Y whlto ~upremaGy 

eXQ.ectatjop)/4rw androcelrtric p atriarchal ssumptions. 

The tensio( in being/the non-canonical othey is founc in tb t-=: 

balancing act of raisin,/ the question3/that the discipli70f 

• study dictates, / and understandin1/ that it take3/more than wot~~;J 

t h d . . 1 . t . / t d · t lP. ) · · J C.o.""".,., e"-I o c ange powers an pr1nc1pa 1 ies/' o isman · / spiritud. ,~ 

wickedne'5/2n high places ~ {.; h 
-A~J"'-<-.. f✓ I ~ Ir 

The ~:Or.. meri i;/ in the ethical L wor of Catchiniy Our Morclv 

f 
1

'1 .... bt1A1c.J I ;0"'1..b,,J;~,.{ {:&4¼1AJ~•,.;:. I -
Breat ~ , :is-- 1-kat: , itt enables us to embrace /our never-ending / 

Jt_ttVl,A'"''1 / y-' 

responsibilit1/of the what/ the howf nd the why/ concernin~ the 

fact / that wheo/, each of us / woke / up this morning yfthere we r ➔ 

100 , 000 childrei(in the United States I who woke u ~ homele r;R. 

Every 3 2 seconds, a baby in the United States -is born 1in 

poverty/ 

Ev ery 14: 
I 

to showe:c and 

minutes,/ approximately the time 1it took/ some 

brush our teeth,/ a baby died in Americ:J 

Of l ✓ 



Every 64 

And every 

9 

seconds, a baby/ is bor 

13 hours, 
1 

before lwe go 

to a teenage mother / 

back o our homes t..his very 
/' I 

night/ a child who is a pre-schoole is murdered in this gr-ea l:. 

country d.f ours. 
I 

When/ we /engage ,,in womanist method~logy as a mode ~ i 

transformative action/ we wrestle / with what /2s the pr-oper:· 
_/ _7 I 

emphasi / to place / on the various determinantr influencing uw:· 

existential situations 
Wo111a- ~"",s-l 1Mti./.--t,,rl()t,, ,...l_ , / 
~ challeng 1/an WJf!1,r- reshape?' the traditional inquiry by 

raising / candid questions/between / the two locales /4f whitenes ~ rn1 
f :/ ir_,d tp(. I(.. f ;f0 o f <-ldtc.. w.y4 f'h4f cd ( U(. ~ () -,_,,!_ .,,,,_ c; ,-c_ t,,<.,1/4/1h a ;,,.cf ,;I/~ 

maleness ,.i,l_,6'-'W'e insist/ that new questions ~ uide the research , 0 J ( ,u_ ks 

tha1/Black women' ,' moral wisdo can provide the answer;,• ~ :_7 ....,_ 
In essence , the intersectio3/ of race I sex, and clc:1.ss ?,;ive J" 

African American women differen ethical 
I 

d~eny ideological / perspective~ The 

orientati01r i th ,J,. 

experience/4f beiHg 

boo/ the participany from wi thf and the interpret✓ from wi thouy 

resul tf in an inescapabl duali t / to the character f womcmi ed. 

scholarship. 
u.Jh,t,, ... '-J.li,,,.,,. o-f ..,_.,. , -r wb""'-4 ..A ', 51--.,.,,(,-es 

After Black women schol an',i receive/ the ~estctblishe<l/ 

disciplinary structurer of intellectual inquiryhn our fieldy->[ 

study ,; our mandaty' is to balance / the double / conflicting·' ~ l.u~/ 

betweenAhe paradigm of ~ intellectual tradit.io~with • n~w 
? Jc ( -~ t> ur- /,'1,1 -'!..$ 

set/ of questions / arising from the context of fil~ life. 

As we celebrato/25 yeari-( of Women's Studier here at thn 

University of North Carolina ·n Greensbor~nd prepare ourselveB~ 

to usher ~ the new millennium/ we need to asf ourselves: -
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are the implication;}in our various d-i-scip] j ne7~ f stt1ely, where.Ln 

a woman/ in the United States/ .c-~- Amer ica is beatery in her home / 

every 15 secona.ywhich resul t f in almost 4, million wo en_/ of al] 

races ,/ creedy and colors/ beate by their partner very year./ 

3 million childrer witneso/'acts of violence / daily/ <lnd in 

turn/ children of abused mothers / are six times/ more likel"Vt o 

attempt suicidf and ~ more likel1/to abuse drugf and dlcohr)J./ 

The American Association/ of University Wom~yreport;;1 / ha·L 

66 f f hig h school boys/admi/ to ~ sexual7harass~ ;!,iz teena.g1~ 

girls/ while only 7. 8% / of womef in this country/ clairy-that t hey 

have not been assaultefor harassefduring their lifetime/ 

If all the womerwho will be victimize y domestic v iolence/ 

in 1997 would join hands the lin7 would stretcf from New Yor.:-k 

Cit, to Los Angeleyand beyond . 

And yet / ~l!t desperatf contestabl( issu~ ellll5 no1/t o ev<au / 

cause/ a f linci nor a pinch/ in the conscienc,r' of s o man-1//4[ ou:r 

Sisters/ and Brothers /2.n the academy 
11 l-lot.,L, d 0 £,Ve_ 1c:f-cJ,. b<-<....- ~ , [;, ,-<!d-r,_,c,,,._ 

What a174ha ethical implisa+i onyconcernino/ the fcJ.ct th<:d .. 

far too manf ~f u f experienc no ~ nt dissonancyas we facA 

a Supreme Cour whose hit lis include eliminating affirmativA 

action , / elimi nating 

which will chart / our 
I 

busing/ and 

human rights 

desegregation to ~ -

eliminatinf civil right l aw::-; 

movemeny rom segre~ation/ -Lo 

, 
When we Catcry'Our r~ l Breaty we must ask ourselves. iri 

this placf and at this time/ in our live, 1
, ~ are we learninq,,/ 

will enable u1 to deal effectively ith the polarizati/ 
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that is increasiny etwee the number of 

escalating number/ of farnilie1/ sinking 

Hundred of thousan7°f our kinfol"? 

forced/ into the permanent underclass 

billionaires / and t .h e 
o.!'"\ l 6iJ.>ty 

lower into recess.ion/ 

and our skinfolk d:r:e 

forceo/ to join the :36 

million American who are tryiny to make ends me~ far belo vthe 

poverty level. 

With al / the downsizing going on the deficit are piling UJJ / 

at record breaking spef in both the publi and privat / aren.:u·/o r 

our lives. 
I I 

What valu does Women's Studies place on the fact that 

the debt-ridden federal governme7i s wielding its budget cutting 

y closing public hospitals 'and cornrnunil.y knif f deeper 

clinio/ by 

program/ by 

public parks 

and deeper 

phasing ouy daycare center1/and job train .ing 

reducinrervices/ on public transportatio and in 

and by <loin as littl as possibl l' to dddres . / l:fo-~ 
I 

I: 
hat by the year 200;1/ t.here will be~ in~on peopl; prognosis ---inf ecte3/wi th the HIV AIDS Virus// 

Therefore in light of these realities, Womanist Method~lo_m df u~ 
'i ..i 01-le,r fo.,.,, ~a.~ --1 u 

as a Transformative Actio 

value-free spacei 
/ 

maintains that there i s .. o (!c.J-e,/,.. 

tPvl- r 
JvtO ra I 
b (""l "- <{/,,,, 

There is/ ~ -color b l ank space , ~/tr,,"' -,,u<-

{/, ~ ~u~~ 
There i no apolitical space, ,--e-4 11tc 

- ~&, 

There is/ no mathematicall f regulated/ spdtio-tempo ,.-~ I / 

dispassiona,,~pace/ f so-calle / neutral/ objectivity .f 
Womanism is the backdro1/ for this discourse , / the ups i.,J c~ ·/ 

downnessl of meaning. r 
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Now, the t+ird and final element/ that we must embr-a.c A 

tJT / 
relate to Catch· Our ~ Breao/ Womansit Methodology / as n 

ModE;, of Transformative Action / concernr ur capacit( t o wres·Ll e / 

with the delicaty'balancing act/of being ono/ of the cc::tnoni c c=d 
/ (£-4J'd,,it: V' 

boy✓and the non-canonical/ ~ ~ the power dynamicp·· in the 
/ \ i&,),CA,M ~ ~f,- ~./,_.dv· 

universitv4at one and the same time. 

For example , womanist scholary enduo/with a certain g.r::-0.c './ 

1sA a nd ~~:t_ 1_£~~."-"1-<S Ii,, the social restrictio/ that limi our own mobility = -- ~tt ~ / 

_Jiaine-ti:me we d~3/ that the relationships/ between/ our o wn 

0 1,.,-tw,-s ht""(!,e~J / 
co~ditiono/and the conditions of those/ ho have a wide range o f 

freedof and choic// be recognized 

We bring / into c lear focus/ the direct correl atjor0.>t 

economic~ politica(, and raci,al alienatio,fin the politic:c=; o [ 

l . f (_b~ / VI 7 / '7 f <t-/4 tt.f l f t,Ue.. a K :J ~ ,',,. J /o /C(_, / k cU"- <-!-ei I k.. cde--
campus i e a;e. tut{,;; f- a ls-I) t,,.-Ua.. ! k c..dt. t..-LJc,., /k 

1 

As participant-interpreters , we are consciouy'of the va:riou ~; 
j ,Ui:vi ()V1; () {'7/f-i1 (/f c_ 

value systemfwhich are antitheticay'to Black survival . 

For instance, / as I travel around the country lecturing/.lt. 

\i>arieas institutiony of higher learning,{ over / and over a gd i.ty 
African American student0 escribe to mr the dilemm- of catching 

their moral breat in~f~/':a~"' and *ue,~ :wlt-.ti +4t..~ "!)t;? 

"The anxietiey of being Blacj in predeominantl '/ whi-t.e 

institutiony have little/ or nothinf to do ith prio r acddmui.c / 

preparation--- becaus~ it is no-y the schooling/ but t h e liv i11~ _,.,A 

that i most difficult. ---
None of u y have ever livealthe constant barrage/of arroganee 

and insult / 
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None of u( have ever liv~3/the constant barr~ o[ 

suspici7 and insensitivit} ./ 

None of r'have ever lived/ the constant barra~of back-hd.n<l 

compliment and tongue - in-cheek~ ;/ that i 1/now// 01rr. d d i.l v 

fare / 

~ The placy f or us / is a living hell and we have y e t o t e J l 

any on else 
,,. 

believin / no on can possibly understan . 
I _, 

school / the workplace the society at large begins to con sume u s 

undermining our confidence , slowly /eating way// a t our .innd.r.d;; - / ----- --- / ~ -
1 ike worms . ~4 11~ J;5~u,e,,,-t,J t:tS 

&th& j,, 1 -h--""'11-(,,,/ J1i; f to ,hJn1 df "W~ 
And ..a:t. the same t ime, far too many studenty in t odc1.y' s worl d./ 

~r the Black woman's classroo1/ armed / with feroc Lo 11 r-, / 

mythologii wherei African American womer/are stereotyp~ ither 

as subservient mammie or hostile villain✓ 
For a vas1/ number/ of student1/who are members / of t .h e 

dominant race, / the African American woman intellectu~ ( \n t.lw 

role of authorit is "the embodiment of inferiority /41iether we 
are insid or outsid,; particular institutions/ and re~ dlesf o r 

hof we perform."✓ ' 
The d ynamics 6 f what I am talkin~ bout ,are e xemplifie 111 

the commentf of a graduate student/early in my teaching ca.r.e ,➔ r·,,.,.. 
tG.«,-1-t (.. ~,,._,,._,,,.._ ,,, 

This student said, "I cannot take your clas~ecause refusy l o 

put myself/ in a positioi where yo 
I 

can evaluate me . ' 'l'hi ~:; 

pd.rticulai white worked / as a supe1..---vising nurs7 i11 c:.1 

1 Patricia A. Williams, The Rooster's Egg: ____ _Qn Lhe 
Persistence of Prejudice. Harvard University Press , 1 99 5 1 p. 105 . 



downto7city hospital. 

As she sa-y'in my off ice, completing the 

the cours1/ this womo/ informed me/ of 

children ho are incest survivors hat she 

p aper worto drop 

the m1mber·f black 

counsel y e~y da~. 

She ci tey the numbey of legal abortion: for Black women ' :::;ht~ 

~uperviser ~ ry week She . even/trotted out her one or two c ·Lp; 

of civil disobedience~ n the 19600 ut concluded that she would 
0 / 

rather spend eternit in hel than put herself / in a positio r 
r ' 

where I, ' the Black woman was the one in the roly-6f a ut.hor:i. l:.y; 

where I
1

, the Black woma would be her 
( 'l'7 i../4,,v 'iZt,11 t.,vt.,111. b O Jo.,.,,- / 

evaluator/ where I thE-! 

Black woman would ever be in a position o grade her work ./ 

What then , can y or anyon1/ sa1/ after s u ch brutcil ,/ 

unrestrained disrespect? / What are / our option in dedlinf!· wi.t.h 
/ ( 

this type /of contempt? / What structural r ecours is in plac [ or 

handlin ) and deal inf with these types/ of indignities ?/ 
I 

Howeve1/ I must confess that there arj still occasions,/ 

occasionj too numerous to count when I am rendered dumbfounded,/ 

completely a regular basi by the rude arrogarw dn:1 

low-down/ despicabl audacio/of a hand-ful of studentf" who 

believyt-hat their white-sk~nnei or their materially pri vi l e gci<l 

backgrouni/,,r their male _:enitali / give}'~ ~ em license~:/"akca 

the most offensive, - comment?" and to posr gross 
. -

abominable/ questions i n any course r taugh by women f color ./ Th<➔ 
I . / / 

simple common courtesy grante<} 1to other professors 
1

s no where / t 
be found./ 

Recentl / a scholi in T __ h_e _ _ J_ o_u_r_n_a_l,,___o_f_B_l_a_c~kl?_ __ !l _HigheT' 
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~ducation summed o/ thei <aynarnics this way: 

p, ,j. 1 r~,;ft-- It is hard o avoi the conclusio that in 
some ~nfluential quartefs when the objec of discussio n / 
is e African American ommunity " basic 1principle9 of 
decency and of scholarl~ ~and journalistic integrity,/ 
no longer apply;' Blacks yseem to be/ held in such c ontempt / 
that we can be slandered, / defamedr ~and insulted withou t 
remorse ; t or conseguence.✓ p. 72 {repeat l ast line) -1:~d ~~ ri,df 

As for me , I simply /signed the drop t"form / packed my b :d e f cap; e .,, 
I 

with lecture note for the next class./ walked down the h a lJ an.<1 

began again .' 
I ~ / 

Especially, for those of us who teach, work and have ou:r: 
._l,~t : nJ-c.,,.Jic,t, : pl,' >'&l.>'J -,1-~d, dr {,,()()VI<,{; ,_ • . 

being in Womei::i's Studies if we want to continue to c a tch 011.r-

moral breat1/in the 21st century, ~ attention/ must be p a i d / Lo 

creatin an educational climate that includes~ the 

y1,1,v d~t ... ~--k~all wumen ./The omissio of any group of women 1 n 

exp e r ience:;/ 
W 6 IIW'(., ... t ~ :i"hA..dt ~ , 

:t:l;;s 5±ud7 6 ( 
ciao,(,/ , 1 . 
p~'ft 17I $,l:tefPSU means that our education/ is unbalanced that our knowl edgt~ ./ 
u)lt<«+ t-1 ( °,/ 

is incomplete /"nd that our worldvie,Yis distorted/ 
/ 4,?1. e. 01,l -(...l'-t,t_l/ f h'-,,._ I- ; ~ 

In conclusion, what I sm ssying here is / that womani_:,; 1-
/ 

methodology/as a modw of transf?rmative action mean tha t we m1B_V 
fo evq(ue, f-c l r1'+ 1c,J/'1 c/-(,,_ ,1ttk<--n·kJ 

first learn/ ~ va:r;.iaus traditions that have been handed-dow / i.n ctfl ,f 

our -~ ~ courses of study. The n wornd.ni st. 

methodologf as a mode / of trans formative action s that we mu :-; t 
\ •••'/ ~/( 5fJ - l!c._{(<.JYl o(VIA.._.f,VL 

\J o01 \i1 stand ' over againsy any and aspects f iRherite.d traditio n s h c.1. l 
..t, w- ✓ .,..-f / / ;f~- 4, f:-f:.- ~..., 7 

o':{1,11-'1'"" provEf to be death-dealin7 and rename ourselves a s d o e rs 0 1. 

just.ice. And finally/ in womanist methodology/ as a mode /f 
ec. ,1.-e.J.... o v.r M-iD/4t t> e\.,<(A,,. b't ,.,~_,__t:uJ_ 

transformative action/ is that we must read and we mm;;i; sisB.~y\ Wt'!--~ 

"--k- ,yp 1-'c. J. . ' 
must Foad a=Ff€i we must . y even when the- .H::ghts are out . c,,., .,,_) 

2,) t 4. I- <-U ~ 
Thank you! -/uu . ..,h a.-i, 

fl'''' b6-t /VI 
4. l ( ii,. a ? {,Ve.. 

i,1dO r n;,.j h'f ,#Oru•'j 
t 7 d '""t , r'/ic,,,../!.. 'ft:I-
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1· ""' J a' •• <::I .r. ""\..111.-11 vi-· ,tl..U . It I ~. t-:; . 
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c:if £,!th i cs fai••,o (,,, mbri,t Ci:• il 

~\IC<illi:.1n j_ 'Si'il / :':\ J \••J2\Y'S ·r :i. nd 





be-: i no/t·r-equE.'nt :t 1/ devci. l Uf~:1s 

.. ·- ,:;i· :. m E.'.r •f st:1b j E.'t: ·b mat ·t~I- • / 

To £~>temp 1 i r -0-ihat I am sa.yi ng / let us 

c:l.i1d ~•1or· 1/ of ,:.;l. t··,-ont:i-unnei- , / i:.1n A·fi- ican Ame.'r i C:dn womai0 vho IAJdS •-'· 

pr ecu r s ~j of the modern day~ ,:~1/ Let us d, ·aw o<•,s,/ 

and listen closel r tci c.:~ stor·0b<:i1.1t what hr.1ppener t:o a P•=H··tiru],:n/ 

~ • wo,oq;V wh" way an early co ntr i bu tor/ to the c cl non ic <d/ 

t"i adition. / 

Now t:hl't 

Boston, the cap i t a(ot· the Commonlf~f?B.l t t;/c• ·f ME1ssachuS:-F-tt~:1 !5 

c.1 symbc, 1/':<f muc1·y that hc:1s t;JorH1/i nto t he devf2lopment /t,f t.:h•~~ cp- ,-:i / 

P,meric:ar, consc.ious;nr2ss. / 

For some peop l e, Boston/ is the-:! cu 1 tur al 

Engla.nd . / 

For eithr~~rs 1, Bost:0 7 i£:;. th£-:! ni:.d;ic,r1' s( close:rs.t lir1y r.o ~t. s 

Eur-ope,1 he·,- i t:a7"k1i":!i-·ei 7 the people c,·f Bos tor ·,-epne s•c?i'~ tiv1 

v ~ d/ f the Ame·,-ic:an Revo1ution7 
Foi- s t ill other·s, Boston' s/theological :i.nfluenct:-i s / h dV••:: 

p(,>i"""\/adef the na t.: i o-y"fn·,- t h f"-:1 p;,:~s:;. t,;1 h r·f0l'-'! c<:? r·1tur· i f:~s y 

For most people, Bostoif r-e,nains/the ·focal point/ of 

bi:j t rH2 mc,st dive·,-s;.ifiE)d/ ancl the 

i·?ducat: :i.ona y cul tui-·aJ. / medical/ and 

Unitwd States of America. 
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