
As you examine the title page, ask yourself: 

Who wrote this? When was it written? 

When and where was it published? 

What type of source is this? What is its format? How 
many pages is it? 

Why was it written? Who was it written for? 
 

As you skim the source, ask yourself: 

How is the text organized? Does it have headings? 
Does it call out key points using a different style of 
type (italics, bold, underlining, numbering)? 

What parts of the source seem most important for 
understanding it? 

Can you identify any sections or sentences that 
convey the author’s main point or points? 
 

As you read the source, ask yourself: 

What people or institutions does the source talk 
about? Is it a response to an event or another 
publication?  

What was going on in the time and place the source 
was published? 

What key concepts about social and political 
philosophy can you find in the source? 

How do the author’s ideas about these concepts 
agree or disagree with other sources?  

How do the ideas or events discussed in the source 
compare to ideas and events of today? 
 

As you reflect on the source, ask yourself: 

What can you tell about the point of view of the 
author?  

Whose point of view is not represented in this 
source? 

Why do you think this source was saved in the 
collections of PHS?  
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