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The Presbyterian Historical Society successfully raised funds for the conservation of the Calder statues 
but welcomes donations toward their ongoing upkeep. Visit www.history.pcusa.org/give or contact the 
Development Office (215) 928-3865 or development@history.pcusa.org to donate to their future 
preservation.

James Caldwell 

John Witherspoon

Known as the “Fighting Parson,” James Caldwell became a pivotal 
figure during the Revolutionary War. When Continental troops 
ran out of gun wadding at the Battle of Springfield, Caldwell 
passed out Watts Psalm books, exhorting the troops to “Put 
Watts into them, boys!”  

John Witherspoon sailed from Scotland to America in 1768 to 
become president of the College of New Jersey—today’s Princeton 
University. While a delegate to the Continental Congress, he was 
one of twelve Presbyterians to sign the Declaration of 
Independence, and the only active member of the clergy. 

Six 9-foot tall sculptures designed by Alexander 
Stirling Calder are located in the exterior garden of 
the Presbyterian Historical Society.  It is believed 
that these are the only cast terra cotta works by 
the artist, the second of three generations of 
influential Calder sculptors.

Until 1961, the sculptures resided on the  
Witherspoon Building on the corner of Walnut and 
Juniper Streets. Each figure represents a 
significant figure in the history of American 
Presbyterianism.

Visit the statues at 425 Lombard St. Philadelphia, PA 
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Francis Makemie 

Samuel Davies

 

        John McMillan

     Marcus Whitman 

The native of Ireland is also remembered as an early crusader for 
religious freedom. When the British magistrate Lord Cornbury 
arrested him in New York for preaching without a license, 
Makemie invoked the British Tolerance Act of 1689. After 
Makemie’s acquittal, New York enacted legislation preventing 
such persecution in the future. 

A leading figure during the first Great Awakening, Samuel Davies 
preached in favor of educating all of God’s children, insisting that 
persons of faith must be able to hear and read the word of God. 
Davis was one of the first ordained ministers to preach directly 
to slaves and the first American-born hymnist. 

The “Father of Presbyterianism in Western Pennsylvania,” John 
McMillan was a circuit riding preacher. In 1780 he founded The 
Log School in Canonsburg, Pennsylvania, the first educational 
institution west of the Alleghenies. McMillan played key roles in 
the founding of Washington-Jefferson College and Pittsburgh 
Academy—today’s University of Pittsburgh. 

A medical doctor, Marcus Whitman traveled with his wife 
Narcissa to Oregon Country in 1835 and there started a 
school that taught Cayuse Indians to read and write their 
native language. He led one of the first wagon trains along 
the Oregon Trail. Whitman College in Walla Walla, 
Washington, is named for the Whitmans.  
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