MAY 21: HERITAGE SUNDAY

7%5'@ terion Reunion

Over 14,000 Presbyterians gathered at the World Congress
Center in Atlanta the evening of June 10, 1983, to hear the
Declaration of Reunion and celebrate communion.

After 122 years of separation,
the Presbyterian Church in
the U.S. (PCUS) and United
Presbyterian Church in the
U.S.A. (UPCUSA) came
together againin 1983 to
form the Presbyterian
Church (US.A.).

General Assembly Moderators
James Costen (UPCUSA)

and John Anderson

(PCUS) brought the two
churches together into

one denomination during

the Reunion proceedings.

The service opened with a
30-minute processional of commissioners and representatives from each
presbytery, camrying banners and bringing communion chalices and
bread for the service. Other groups of Presbyterians around the counftry
gathered in their local congregations to take communion and celebrate
reunion.

Presbyterian general assemblies official slide
set, June 7-15, 1983, in the Georgia World
Congress Center, Atlanta, GA. City Hall scene.

After the PCUS and UPCUSA General Assemblies passed the formal
resolutions approving reunion, Presbyterians poured into the streets of
Atlanta to celebrate the historic event. Carrying banners, singing, and
joining hands, they marched the mile from the World Congress Center to
City Hall where Mayor Andrew Young greeted the crowd.

As is the case in any major decision, there was dissent, but there was also
a spirit of compromise and a desire to move forward in unity.

Heritage Sunday is a day of celebration set aside by
the General Assembly of the PC(USA). To celebrate and learn
more about the history of Presbyterianism in America visit:
www.history.pcusa.org/hs
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